The importance of the Leydig cells in the vascular response to hCG in the rat testis.
The increase in permeability of the testicular blood vessels following an injection of hCG into rats is abolished completely if the animals are treated 3 days earlier with ethane dimethane sulphonate (EDS), a compound that effectively eliminates Leydig cells from the testes. As there is other evidence that androgens or prostaglandins are not involved in this vascular response, further studies will be necessary to determine whether these data mean that another vasoactive substance is secreted by the Leydig cells or whether the EDS also eliminates other cells besides the Leydig cells, for example the mast cells found in the vicinity of the testicular artery.